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CINCINNATI POAU CHAPTER FORMED 


POAU's epic march from North to South and from 
coast to coast continues to gain momentum, and the 
latest chapter to join our cause has been organized at 
Cincinnati, O., following a meeting at which Glenn L. 
Archer, national POAU director, was the principal 
speaker. At an enthusiastic luncheon meeting in the 
city's YWCA building, plans were made for the for- 
mation of a coordinated system of state-wide units, 
soon to be combined into a state chapter. The gather- 
ing also voted to invite Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, 
Methodist ieader for the New York area, to speak ata 
meeting in Cincinnati in the fall. 


The Rev. Edward W. Stimson of Knox Presbyterian 
Church, Hyde Park, was elected president of the local 
chapter. Serving as vice-president is the Rev. Arthur 
E. Cowley, Walnut Hills Baptist Church; as secretary, 
the Rev. Edward Moreland, Walnut Hills Christian 
Church; and as treasurer, Al Grecol, Mariemont. 
Members of the executive committee are John Pitzer, 
the Rev. G. Barrett Rich, the Rev. Henry C. Rogers 
and the Rev. Harry K. Eversull. 


Charter members of the chapter include J. Carltor 
Babbs, Alfred H. Billstein, Theodore Cord, William A. 
Cook, A. E. Cowley, Timothy E. Critz, Mrs. James M. 
Dolbey, Edward B. Denzler, Thomas W. Fox, R. K. 
Foster, Edward Hoover, Walter Hughes, Lester E. 
Kemper, C.H. Kratz, Colonel Porter P. Lowry, Robert 
S. Lambert, Julius F.Krolfifer and Gardner Lattimer. 


Also, JohnH. Lamy, Kemper McComb, W.I. McDonald 
the Rev. Arthur W. Olsen, J.C. Pitzer, HenryC. Rogers, 
William Roehling, Bernice Shuster, the Rev. Milo C. 
C. Sawyer, Walter R. Schmidt, Earl F. Schottke, El- 
more Seubertl, W. G. Tiefermann, J. Peter Wagner, 
Miss Blanche Tudor, Philip L. Williams, Charles E. 
Wintingham and Hodson K. Young. 
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Unless the House amends the Thomas aid-to-education 
bill, S. 246, which has been passed by the Senate, pa- 
rochial schools stand to receive a $7,500,000 bonanza 
drained from the taxpayers’ pockets. Write your Con- 


gressman now, urging him to fight for amendment of 
the bill. 








ARCHER CALLS UPON PROTESTANT PRESS 
TO LEAD CRUSADE FOR FREEDOM 


Pussyfooting by the secular press on vital matters 
affecting American church -state relations must be 
counteracted by increased courage and improved ser- 
vice on the part of Protestant publications, Glenn L. 
Archer, POAU executive director, declared in an ad- 
dress before the 30th Annual Meeting of the Associated 
Church Press in Washington recently. Describing 
POAU's crusade to preserve religious libexty in the 
face of growing onslaughts against it, he said: 


‘*In this crusade the church press of America must 
not only join, but lead, for the secular press is throttled 
by fear of boycotts and reprisals. It is next to im- 
possible to enlist the support of the public press ina 
way to criticize even in a constructive manner the 
political activities of the Roman church. In all parts 
of the nation Protestant ministers have been cut of 
the air or prevented from using the free pulpit or forum 
to discuss church-state relations. 


**The Roman Catholic power is felt in every human 
activity. This church has an institutional loyalty which 
Protestants with their individual freedoms may never 
attain. We have a free mind and a free soul. Herein | 
lies our power. We must tell the world that freedoms 
such as we have are greatly to be preferred to a blind 
loyalty to an institution whose historical record in 
Catholic states offers little in the way of religious 
liberty to those who adhere to a different faith.** 


POAU Endorsed 


Resolutions were adopted endorsing the principles 
of POAU, calling for amendment of the Thomas aid-to- 
education bill so as to exclude parochial schools from 
federal assistance, and expressing confidence in the 
Churchman and its editor, Dr.Guy Emery Shipler, who 
has been under attack for his ‘‘support of the consti- 
tutional principle of separation of church and state which 


is of concern to all members of the Associated Church 
Press.*’ 


Participating in the conference were Protestant edi- 
tors from the United States and Canada. 








NOW IS THE TIME!--for new members to join us 
and for old ones to renew their memberships. POAU 
is going places, but only with the help of the people 
who give the organization its life's blood. Help us keep 
up the good work by filling out the application blank on 
page 3 now. 


* eee 


BLANSHARD DELIVERS 6-COUNT INDICTMENT 
OF HIERARCHY 


Lay members of the Roman Catholic Churchare held 
captive by their clergy to such an extent that on six 
social questions of vast significance they are forced to 
accept policies which deny them their rights as human 
beings, Paul Blanshard told an overflow audience of 
800 persons attending a recent meeting in All Souls’ 
Church, Washington, D.C. Speaking on ‘The Catholic 
Challenge to American Freedom,’* Blanshard, distin- 
guished author and former State Department official, 
cited Catholic obstructionism in the areas of taxation, 
marriage, birth control, child birth and medical policy, 
foreign affairs and education. 


Regardless of their own personal and family needs, 
Blanshard pointed out, ‘‘*good Catholics’’ are required 
to keep their children out of the public schools and to 
pay for parochial schooling (if they cannot get Uncle 
Sam to foot the bill); to have their marriages approved 
by the Roman church rather than by American civil 
law; to forego the use of contraceptives; to cherish an 
ancient dogma of St. Thomas Aquinas above the life of 
a mother endangered by childbirth, even when medical 
diagnosis shows that both the mother and childare like- 
ly to die; to plump for peace or war according to the 
dictates of an international organization controlled from 
Rome; and to make a general onslaught on the Ameri- 
canconstitutional principle of separation of church and 
state. 


No Personal Enmity 


Blanshard declared that intelligent opposition to the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy stems from the hierarchy's 
bigotry on these socio-political questions, and not from 
any personal or religious animus. He emphasized that 
persons with the slightest trace of personal bitterness 
towards their RomanCatholic neighbors have no place 
in the wholesome and patriotic movement spearheaded 
by POAU. Addressing himself particularly to Catholics 
who were among the audience, he delcared that they 
could be of great service to themselves, their church 
and American democracy if they would work to break 
the hierarchy’s totalitarian grip on rank and file Catho- 
lics. He reminded them that they do not own a single 
brick inany of the impressive edifices and institutions 
controlled by ‘‘their’’ church, any more thanthey have 
a voice in the selection of ‘‘their’’ Pope. 


The meeting was presided over by the Rev. A. Powell 
Davies, minister of All Souls’ Church, and was also 
addressed by Glenn L. Archer, POAU executive direct- 
or, and Dr. Frederick E. Reissig, executive secretary 
of the Washington Federation of Churches. After the 
meeting, an appreciative audience contributed financi- 


ally to POAU. 





PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHER FOR 23 YEARS 
QUITS BECAUSE OF SECTARIAN CONTROL 


**I cannot remain a part of a public school system 
where it seems tome that a religious group is Seeking 
to control the educational policy, and where opposition 
to such control is interpreted as bigotry,"’ declared 
Miss Ethel Dammrich in a letter of resignation which 
she sent recently toDr. William Jansen, New York City 
schools superintendent. By her action, Miss Dammrich 
terminated twenty-three years of meritorious service 
in the public school system, and also relinquished her 
position of associate director of the Youthbuilders 
program in the city’s schools. 


The Board of Education, she said, imposed hamstring. 
ing restrictions on the Youthbuilder program following 
attacks upon it by the Brooklyn Tablet, official publi- 
cation of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn, 
Using a clever half-truth as its main weapon in the 
campaign against Y outhbuilders, the Tablet had charged 
that the organization was ‘‘used to spread communistic 
propaganda’’ because it allowed Richard Morford, an 
alleged leftist leader, tobe interviewed by the students, 
The Tablet neglected tomention the fact that the same 
group of children alsointerviewed Frederick W oltman, 
Scripps -Howard reporter wkhowon a Pulitzer prize for 
his exposures of Communist activities. According to 
Miss Dammrich, the concensus among the children 
after interviewing both Morford and Woltman was: 
**Russia is a dictatorship. We are glad to live ina 
democracy." 





In a statement to the press, Miss Dammrich made 
her views onreligious influence clear. ‘I want this on 
the record,’’ she said. ‘I am nota bigot. I am not 
anti-Catholic. But just as I am against Catholic pres- 
sure in the public schools so am! against pressure 
from Jewish and Protestant organizations, includin 
the Evangelical Church in which I was reared."’ 


MRS. MEYER WARNS AGAINST ‘FEEBLE 
SUBSTITUTES’ FOR LEADERSHIP 


Scoring certain Protestant leaders for what she term- 
ed zealous but mistaken efforts to strengthen their 
church at the expense of others, Mrs. Eugene Meyer, 
wife of the publisher of the Washington Post, tolda 
recent Presbyterian and Congregational women's meet- 
ing in Washington that the great need of the religious 
world today ‘‘is not unification but unity, the ability to 
work harmoniously with all other forms of religious 
worship and to look upon them with understanding, 
sympathy and respect.’’ Coercion of any kind, she 
emphasized, has no place inacountry of religious free- 
dom. 





‘*The released -time program for religious educatia 
which has throwr the churches into conflict with each 
other and with the community, will only weaken the 
churches still further. The very fact that the Protes- 
tant groups started this unfortunate invasion of out 
public schools, is a sign that they, themselves, wert 


(Continued on Next Page) 
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MRS. MEYER 
(Continued from preceding page) 
too ineffectual to meet the problems of religious edu- 
cation within their own resources. 


“The longer they insist upon this feeble substitute 
for independent and resolute leadership, the worse will 
be the effect upon the public schools, the community 
and the churches themselves." 


Mrs. Meyer was the guest of the Westmoreland Con- 
gregational Church's Women's Guild, and many mem- 
bers of the Women's Bible Class of Chevy Chase Pres - 
byterian Church were in attendance. Observing that 
she herself was brought up a Lutheran, Mrs. Meyer 
termed the gathering a ‘‘tri-partite meeting.’’ The 
greatest boon to Protestant strength, she said, would 
come from interdenominational cooperation on behalf 
of youth programs, psychiatric guidance in the solution 
of family problems and the improvement of religious 
education through teacher training schools. 


* ee He 
“Equal and exact justice to all men, of whatever 
stateor persuasion, religious or political...’’--Thomas 
Jefferson. 


POPE ASKS ‘RIGHTS’ IN GERMANY 
ON BASIS OF NAZI AGREEMENT 


Opposing any departure from the 1933 concordat be- 
tween the Vaticanand the Hitler government, Pope Pius 
XII recently sent a letter to German cardinals urging 
them to use their ‘‘vigilance, experience and firm- 
ness’*toensure that the new German Constitution would 
be to the Holy See's liking. He asked particularly close 
attention to securing ‘‘the Catholic education of youth... 
the safeguarding of parents’ rights and for the Church's 
rights guaranteed by the concordat."’ 


This is the same concordat whichwas greeted by 
Hitler's organ, the Volkischer Beobachter, in 1933 
with the following words: 





‘*By signing the Reichs concordat, German National 
Socialism is acknowledged by the Catholic Church in 
the most solemn manner. The long drive against al- 
ledged atheistic tendencies in our (Nazi) Party is now 
silenced by Churchauthority. This represents an 
enormous strengthening of the National Socialist 
Government.’ 


GermanCatholic leaders went to great pains todem- 
onstrate the goodwill which the concordat aroused in 
their hearts: 


“On August 15th (1933) at Freiburg, Archbishop Dr. 
Groeber held a solemn pontifical mass--Te Deum 
Laudamus --in celebration of the conclusion of the con- 
cordat. Inthe presence of more than 10,000 worshippers 
the Archbishop praised Chancellor Hitler for having 
given the Church in Germany justice and peace. For 
this statesmanly achievement, he declared, the Chan- 
cellordeserved the hearty thanks of all German Catho- 
lics.""--Church and State in Germany, pamphlet pub- 
lished in America by the Friends of Germany (1933). 











? 


MASSES SAID FOR MUSSOLINI 


Observing the fourth anniversary of the death of 
Benito Mussolini, the father of fascism, Roman Catho- 
lic churches in Italy and Portugal recently held mass - 
es in his memory. Associated Press photographer 
Remo Nassi, taking pictures of the event in the Saint 
Agostino Church, Rome, was attacked by members of 
the avowedly pro-fascist party, the Italian Social Move- 
ment (MSI). His films were destroyed. 


In Lisbon, Portugal, Padre Crespo of the Roman 
Catholic Martyr’s Church said: 


“‘This mass is for the soul of Benito Mussolini, mar- 
tyred and assassinated in adastardly way. Let us pray 


to God to forgive him his sins for the benefits he brought 
to the church.’’ 


xe kK & 


*‘American Freedom and Catholic Power,’’ a new 
book by Paul Blanshard, has been hailed by the Relig- 
ious Book Club as a book that is ‘honest and well- 
documented'"’ at the same time that it is ‘‘forth-right 
and hard-hitting.** The author, who has had a distin- 
guished career both as a member of the ministry and 
as a public official, became a storm-center last year 
when a series of articles by him on the political 
activities of the Roman Catholic hierarchy appeared in 
the Nation, one of America's oldest and most respected 
liberal journals. POAU will send you the book upon 
request. The price is $3.50. 


ITALIAN BAPTISTS SEEK 
RECALL OF MYRON TAYLOR 


Two hundred delegates to the 51st annual meeting of 
the Italian Baptist Association of America, which was 
held in Meriden, Conn., recently, voted to petition 
President Truman to recall Myron C. Taylor as am- 
bassador to the Vatican and endorsed efforts to main- 
tain the separation of church and state. 


The Rev. Luigi Turco, pastor of the Italian Baptist 
Church in Meriden for the past 11 years, was elected 
president of the Association. Philip Savastano of 
Quincy, Mass., was named vice-president; the Rev. 
Valentino Panizzoli, Detroit, secretary; and SantoCar- 
dullo, Providence, R. I., treasurer. (RNS) 


Believing in the principles and policies of Protest- 
ants and Other Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, I hereby enroll (or reaffirm) as 
a member. 
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Name 
Street and No. 
Post Office (City) 








Zone State 





|_] membership fee 


I l 
enclose $s as [_] renewal of membership 


Make checks or money orders payable to: 
POAU, 1835 K Street, N. W., Washington 6, D.C. 











HOW TO ORGANIZE A POAU CHAPTER 


Local groups who believe in the separation of church 
and state and who wish to form a POAU chapter should 
have a plan of action. Other communities can match 
the signal success of the recently-launched Alabama, 
Georgia and Cincinnati units if they proceed with the 
same energy and precision. In essence, the plan is as 
foilows (local variations from this plan may be warrant- 
ed by special circumstances): 


1. A small group of state or local leaders issues a 
call for an organizational meeting. The call should be 
issued torepresentative people, with due consideration 
to denominational and lay elements of the population. 


2. Astate or local advisory board is constituted from 
among those responding to the call, with the personnel 
to be increased as the need arises. 


First Meeting 


3. At the first meeting, POAU objectives are adopt- 
ed, issues are discussed, and officers and executive 
committee elected. The executive committee, at the 
call of the president, solicits members, distributes 
literature, plans a public mass meeting, and applies to 
national POAU headquarters fora charter. Study 
Groups are formed, using the recent books by Paul 
Blanshard (*‘American Freedom and Catholic Power,"* 
Beacon Press), Joseph Martin Dawson (‘‘Separate 
Churchand State Now,’’ obtainable through POAU head- 
quarters) and Alvin W. Johnson and Frank H. Yost, 
(**Separation of Church and State in the United States,"’ 
University of Minnesota Press) as basic texts. 


4. The local unit works to expand the organizetion 
on the local, state and national levels. Press releases 
should be issued to publicize the work. 


5. A complete record of the newly-formed unit is 
filed with national headquarters. 


6. Financial contributions are solicited for the local 
and national organizations. 


7. Local infringements on religious liberty are re - 
ported to the national office so that possibilities for 
remedial action may be explored. 


ee 


A RomanCatholic priest, according tothe Washington 
Times-Herald, invaded the House Speaker's lobby to 
urge Congressmento speak in favor of recognizing the 
Spanish fascist dictator, Franco. Rep. Wright Patman 
of Texas called the doorkeeper, W. M. Miller, who 
ordered the priest to leave. According to House rules, 
only members and newspapermen are permitted in the 
Speaker's lobby. 
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ALABAMA, CALIFORNIA MOBILIZING 
FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


Clerical and lay leaders in various parts of the nation 
are girding up their loins for the struggle to preserve 
religious liberty, and the process of establishing new 
POAU chapters is moving forward briskly. The newly 


formed Cincinnati chapter is treated elsewhere in these 
columns. A state-wide Alabama unit has just been set — 


up. 





The meetings which paved the way for the formation 
of the Alabama unit were held in Mobile, Birmingham 
and Montgomery. 
ation declared that the largest single factor in the 
spread of Communism is totalitarianism in ‘‘religion, 
politics or any other form."’ Speaking for the group, 
Dr. Howard M. Reaves, local Baptist pastor, declared: 


‘*The separation of church and state does not mean 
that our government or our schools shall be godless, 
It does mean that the state shall not dominate the church 
nor any church control the state. 


Hits False Charges 


‘*The organization known as Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of Church and State 
is thoroughly American. Any charge that this organi- 
zation is unpatriotic, unAmerican and unChristian is 
directed not only against the leaders of this organization 
but against the rank and file of Baptists, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Episcopalians, Lutherans, and others 
who believe firmly in this principle.'’ 


In California, scores of local units, now knownas the 
School Facts Committees, are considering steps to- 
ward forming a state-wide chapter affiliated with POAU. 


SPAIN CONTINUES RESTRICTIONS ON WORSHIP 
IN FACE OF BRITISH PROTEST 


The Franco dictatorship, still trying to sell itself to 
the worldas ananti~Communist Wonderland, does have 


some of the bizarre and farcical aspects of the W onder- _ 


land which little Alice knew, 
**Billof Rights,’* under which religious freedom is 


At Mobile, the Ministerial Associ- — 
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Religious freedom, you see (as the Spanish Foreign 
Ministry has just told Britain's Foreign Secretary 
Ernest Bevin), is *‘guaranteed’* by the Spanish Bill of 


in harm 
taken by 
pointed 


Rights so long as there is no outward sign of worship — support — 


carried on by non-Catholics. 
Bevin has been trying to arrange for the reopening of | 
seven British Protestant chapels in Spain, which had 
been closed ‘*by Spanish authorities’’ on January 1, 

1947. Repeated appeals from the British embassy in - 
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government is responsible. 


can doanything inSpain without the central government © 
knowing of it."’ : 
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‘*In my view,"’ he continued,’’ the central | Dispatch, 
I do not believe that one and othe; 
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